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NOTES ON CURRENT LEGISLATION 

CONDUCTED BY HORACE E. FLACK 

Conservation: Rhode Island January Session Adjourned. Aside 
from local items and appropriations the important business of the session 
consisted of an act whereby a state conservation commission was cre- 
ated. The commissioner of industrial statistics, the director of the Rhode 
Island agricultural experiment station, the secretary of the state board 
of agriculture, the commissioner of forestry and the secretary of the 
metropolitan park commission of Providence Plantations, all ex-officio 
and their successors in office, comprise this commission. It has general 
supervision and oversight of all matters pertaining to the conservation 
of the natural resources of the state, including the natural resources 
survey, established in 1909. It acts in an advisory capacity with refer- 
ence to all undertakings of a kindred nature in progress at the present 
time or which may hereafter be projected. It is given authority to co- 
operate with similar commissions of other states and with the depart- 
ments of the United States government with which it may have occa- 
sion to enter into negotiations whenever it may deem it advisable. 

Part of the work of this commission is to prepare a census of the idle 
and unproductive farm properties and other lands in the state including 
so called "abandoned farms," sprout-land, swamp-land, waste land, 
marshes, meadows, rocky, stony, hilly and barren land and embrac- 
ing all territory of the state that is unimproved, unworked or at present 
yielding no returns or products of commercial value, whatever the char- 
acter of the present growth thereon or the nature of topographical for- 
mation. Among other items the area, location and ownership are to 
be noted, the topography, sources of water supply, character of the soil, 
the facilities and means for transportation, liability to frost, condition 
of the roads or other approaches, distance from market or commercial 
centers and authentic information, based upon a scientific analysis of 
the soil, rocks, or other components, as to the purposes for which such 
lands can be most profitably utilized. Three thousand dollars has been 
appropriated to defray the necessary expenses of compiling such a cen- 
sus, but the members of this commission serve without compensation. 
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A report is scheduled for the January session, 1911, which will cover 
the result of the work in as complete a form as possible, including a 
compiled list of separate properties of the character above described, 
with all the information obtainable pertaining to each, together with 
such recommendations as the commission may deem it advisable to 
make. 

Grace Sherwood. 

Education: Rural School Supervision in New York. New York 
passed an amendment to the education law during the session of 
1910, which will work decided changes in he supervision of common 
schools in the rural districts. Abolishing te office of school commis- 
sioner, it creates in place of it the office thdistrict superintendent of 
schools. Provision is made for dividing of territory outside of cities 
and school districts of 5000 population or more which employ a superin- 
tendent of schools, into supervisory districts. The number of such 
districts is designated and varies from one to eight to a county. The 
appointment of the superintendents of these districts is vested in the 
school directors of the several towns composing a district. The directors 
two for each town, are elected at the general election. Of the first two 
elected, one serves for a term of three years and one for five years and at 
the expiration of their terms, their successors serve for a term of five years. 
The directors of a district constitute a board and have for their sole 
duties the election, by majority vote, of a district superintendent to 
serve for five years and the filling of vacancies in the office of district 
superintendent, which may occur under certain prescribed conditions. 
School directors are entitled to $2 per day for each day's service and all 
necessary traveling expenses. The right of removing a district super- 
intendent from office rests with the commissioner of education, as also 
does the payment in monthly payments of his salary of $1200 a year 
and the amount allowed for expense shall not exceed $300 a year. The 
commissoiner of education may withhold all or part of the salary or 
sum for expense, if he is satisfied that the superintendent is neglecting 
his duties. For an increase of salary, however, the majority vote of the 
supervisors of the towns in the district for the county supervisors to 
levy the amount by a tax on the towns concerned, is necessary. Men 
or women over twenty-one years of age, citizens of the United States, 
residents of New York, residents, when they take office, of the county 
containing the district, who are authorized to teach in any of the public 
schools of the state, and have passed an examination in supervision of 



